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equal to the exalted post. Bajirao, born in 1698, was now
22 years old1. He was no scholar, such as were his father
and his own descendants ; for his childhood and youth had
been spent in camps and on the battlefield. But he had a
wide knowledge of men and a spirit and courage equal to
the most arduous tasks. He was a bold rider, a skilful
archer, a practised swordsman. In Hingangaon he had
shared his father's captivity and at Delhi his father's
triumphs. On Balaji's return, he had sent Bajirao to
command the Maratha field force in Khandesh. Shahu
who was a shrewd judge of character overruled his
favourite's objections f. On the 17th April at a spot called
Masur near Karhad he invested Bajirao with the robes of
first minister. At the same time he gave to Bajirao's
younger brother Chimnaji Appa, then only 12 years old,
the title of Pandit and the Saranjam or private estate
which had once belonged to Damaji Thorat.

In no long time the new Peshwa outlined his future
policy. Ho would leave the narrow limits of the Deccan
and carry Maratha arms into the very heart of the Moghul
empire. The first goal should be the conquest of Central
India. This adventurous plan the Deccan party strongly
opposed. In the council chamber Shripatrao the Pratinidhi
uz*ged with great force its rejection, as rash and imprudent.
He drew a just picture of the disorganisation of the
finances, of the disordered state of the Konkan, where the
Sidis held many important towns. Instead of bringing on
their country such another invasion as that of Aurangzib,
led this time by a soldier as skilled as Nizam-ul-Mulk, let
the Marathas consolidate their conquests. Their inde-
pendence had been recognised. It was far better to avoid
n rupture with Delhi or Aurangabad. At peace with their
neighbours, let them convert their present possessions
into a wealthy and powerful kingdom. That aim achieved,
let them devote themselves to conquests nearer home.
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